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Holiday
Gift Guide

Cashmere cable knits and candles will do in
a pinch, but why mess around when there’s
only one thing on anyone’s mind? Here are
50 food-themed items your gift-ees will devour:
epicurean tools, delicious deliveries, covetable
tableware and a pear (minus the partridge)

Our Monthly | ard pestte—by Briviss Caimics. Whether she's a Betty
= designer Tom Dixon—<ould of Veronica, these jaunty
Bres lll just be be grind amour. The slippers are sure 10 please. $725

¢can send a panétione
(or the holidays. But there are
so many other seasonal breads
1o enjoy—and Hyannis, Mass.,
akery Pain D'Avignon ships
them 3eross the USA. Their
Bread of the Month Club deliv-
«ers soda bread in time for St
Patrick’s day, focaccia buns for
Memorial Day barbecues and,
yes, a killer panestons coms
December —plus a whole calen
dar’s worth of loaves to see
you through the rest of the
year. SIS0 for 3 months, $275
for & months ard $300 for 12
months, paindavignon com

bl Chaslotte Olympia's
ki Darcy ballet flats offer up &
Spice medern indulgence with 4
SOV Charmming s cream-cone print ;
Odyssey e e brand Aesop is

This huwe take on 3 mortar

mortar is carved from white

ad matble and the cast
p-nm- has an iron core—
herbs and spices will feel
honored to get pummeled by
it Even at rest, this set Jooks
smashing on the counter. Tom
Dixon Stone Pestle and
Mortas, approvimately &
inches by 4 inches, $240,
mirporier.com

The Lovely
Cones

Is there any moge appropriate
time for postalgia than the

glearminge disstes and Archie

Charforte Olympla, 202-7441642

Beyond
Garnish

.u"lo; s reputation
‘t exactly

working on that with
its cult-favorite
Parsley Seed Anti-
Oxidant Serum,
The lightweight
mwoisturizer absorbs

ingrvdicnb. like
soothing aloe vera and
anti-inflammatory
chamomile oil can

867, aesop.com

siver-plated “Dial a Drink”
mode] was made in the early
20th century by American

growing indoors, the Meyer
Bemon tree, pictured here, may
©r may not arrive with festive
yelkow crbs dangling from ity
Branches, but with a little kove

This Book

Really Cooks
» This season, there's no short-
recipe book: Smgly twist the

help ex iy signs and plenty of light, it will flower  age of glossy celebrity-chef
of a Champagne- shaker's base to reveal formulis — and fruit throughout the year.  books full of recipes no home:
a Lhampagl for everything from an Oid £, fourwindsgrowers com ook i his right mind would
soaked night out, Fashloned to & Gin Rickey. attempt. At beast as suitable

$1.350, sirfocioom for coffee-table display as any

of thote volumes, “The Gra-

mercy Tavern Cookbook™ Is
loru . th v

\ en )o'l(.‘l’l‘_\ e ore to bestow upon loved

A Shaker ones who actually want to
A :‘ih‘l!\l..l Citrus sperd time at the stove. Chef
That Stirs ) Michacl Anthany transiates Kis
Why wend a case of Christrmas. contemporary-classic dishes
B your mixology maven’s aranges of lemons when you ean ko user-friendly recipes fit
cockzails are classics, prewvide a perpetually for weeknight suppers a3 well
Bocessorkes to match. souzce of the stufl? as feative meals, while the tale
Sedff ot 3 vintage thaket in Califorrdy-based Four Winds of the nearly 20-year-old Man-
antique shogps, on eRay of at a Growers counts more than 60 hattan restaurant unfolds in

varieties of citrus among their
offerings. A great opticn for

accompanying ancedotes. $50,
Clarkson Potter

TASTING NOTES

The Candy Cane Mutiny

Peppermint’s supremacy is over. The classic holiday treat now comes in umpteen upstart fl more than others
Pomegranate Cream Cheese leing Sriracha Gingerbread Pickle Anise Gravy
Delciously comples and Heady yweetness, balinced Initialty horific—in & Smooth and scothing. A chalienging favor. Gomgles, brawny, earthy, A chumay, s
frutty, with 3 subtie hint by ashght tang. This one  mouth-sconching wiry—But with strong hens of May elct unerightensd ful-boded icorice Laste, out-cl-batance flavor that's
of "Does this have Pealthy’ beat out Cusva and Coteon wehiteated on the fash, cozetsn. Obvious holdley critquen, sach a5 “ew,” A cane Ernest Hemingeay repagrant a
antcadant powert and, Candy 15 be ramed Candy Unguests reievante. Would pae wel frorm those with immature have hebad best, Ahertaste of baver

Cane Flver of 2013 i
an onlee poll. $8 for one
daven, gombris.com
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of water. §9 for one
doven, theootrmeal.com
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Where
the Wild
Things Eat

Mealtime and story time can
seamlessly merge when you lay
the table with Smiling Planet's
Zebra Plates; the illustration is
taken from the company’s
charming children's books. The
dishes are 100% recycled, med-
Ical-grade plastic that’s free of
BPA, phthalates and lead. Inch-

g

(=

~
By , .

high sides keep food corralled,
and the design is scratch-resis-
tant and dishwasher-safe. $15
each, smilingplanet.net

Push-Button

Barista
Automated espresso machines
have a poor reputation among
coffee snobs, often deservedly

30: The espresso tends to be
over- or under-extracted, the

WHAT 1 WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS DINNER
Vo invited friends, relothves ond
meoders 1o ok thew kids t0 descrbe
o ool holdoy meol. The responses
oppeor throughout these poges.

Lark, 6
“Spaghetti with one
pizza slice, two
lollipops, one Rice
Krispie treat and one
banana. One juice
box. And a third of a
cupcake for dessert.
Music will be
Christmas carols and
the soundtrack to
‘Grease.” ”

frothed milk too foamy. But
the specs on the Breville
Oracle may assuage even the
most ardent naysayers. its
built-in conlcal burr grinder
doses and ps 21 grams of
finely ground coffee into a
stainless-steel filter basket;
two precision bollers bring
water within L8 degrees of
your preferred target
temperature; and its frother
lets you tweak the milk
texture 1o your liking. The
Oracle can prepare two
cappuccinos in about 90
seconds—and is easy enough
to operate before your first
cup. £2,000, brevilleusa.com

Blades of

10 Glory

Forged in Massachusetts by R.
Murphy, a company that's been
honing its craft since 1850,
these knives have handles of
pecan wood reclaimed from an
old Chrysler plant. Of course,
none of that would matter if
the blades themselves—high-
carbon steel that holds a wick-

b edly sharp edge—weren't the

business. One 8-inch chef"s
knife, one slim filet knife and
one paring knife are all any
home kitchen requires. But the
back story that comes with

them does add a certain some-
thing. R. Murphy Knives Re-
claimed Pecan Carbon Steel
Knives, $249 for set of three
knives, 8125 for chefs knife,
food32.com/provistons

l Salt of

the Bath

No cook could function with-
out ollve oil and salt. But in

i Norma Kamali’s Olive Qil Salt

: Scrub—with Dead Sea salt and
| a citrusy fragrance—the

. kitchen staples turn into spa

: gssentials. The scrub handily

tackles the flaky and parched
skin winter inflicts, Just
don’t mistake it for a
marinade. $20, thewell-
nesscafe.com

Swig With
Swagger

A little bit rustic,
a little bit
rambunctious, these

- Old West Shot Glasses

are also a little bit
misnamed (they're
crafted from copper,

- not glass). Handmade

by Jacob Bromwell,
which claims to be the
oldest maker of
kitchenware in the
US,, the sturdy
sippers should last for
years, whether left to
patina or polished to
a pink-gold shine.
8125 for four,
Jacobbromwell.com

l Primo
Pour

Never be the guest who arrives
without a bottle. This year, the
one to bring is Martini Gran
Lusso. Formulated from a rec-
ipe dating to 1871, this sweet
vermouth, based on Barbera
wine blended with a little
Trebblano and Moscato grape
must, is fruitier than other
bottles in its category, with a
delectably bitter edge and bot-
tomless depths of herbal nu-
ance. Mix it into cocktails
(your Negronis will never be
the same), or serve it neat,
chilled and with a twist, to ap-
preciate its charms undiluted,
$38, drinkupny.com
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WHAT 1 WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS DINNER

Imogen, 11, and her
brother, Fabian, 6

Fabia
“A gingerbread house.
About the size of a

microwave.

Imogen:
“Does it have to
be something
Christmas-v?"

Fabi
“1 picked -(mu'thm;..
Christmas-y

Imogen:
“That’s not what
1 want though. Maybe
I would have a
filet mignon with
rosemary and spinach.
And something
sweet to balance
it.umm..mavbe a
pear reduction...maybe
a pear-cider
reduction...or an
apple-cider reduction.
Yeah, that's what
I would have.”
Fabian:
“1 think mine would
be better”

1 4 Give La
rance

Goodbye second-rate salami
and fluorescent-orange
Cheddar. Epicerie Boulud,

the Manhattan specialty-food
store owned by French chef
Daniel Boulud, has assembled
2 holiday gift basket that puts
others to shame. Stocked with
goodies such as foic gras
terrine, fresh-baked canelés,
Boulud's private-label smoked
salmon and a hot-chocolate
mix that includes handmade
marshmallows, the three
stacked boxes contain enough
spoils to extend holiday
indulging into the new year.
Ultimate Holiday Gift Box,
8$489, store.danielnye.com

THE OFF DUTY 5

Double the
Bubble

What to give the
girl who has

Champagne wishes
and caviar dreams?
If Robin Leach isn't
available, try Jimmy
Choo’s sleck Sweetie
clutch bag. which
transforms the
bubbly-filled
flute—that symbol
of fizzy festivity—into
a stylish motif
with a Double
Magnum’s worth of
glamour.
8975, Jimmy Choo,
212-759-7078

/
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It’s a less obvious epicurean
destination than Raly or Spain,
but with its artisanal
cheesemakers and centuries:
old covered markets, Ireland

I has plenty to please the palate.

Culture, Crafts & Cuisine of
Ireland, a new 15-day tour
from Artisans of Leisure,
crisscrosses the country and
includes a chocolate-making
class, a smokehouse visit and
whiskey tastings, Guests stay
in fivesstar hotels (including
renovated castles) and the trip
can be booked for any date,
From SI14.570 per person,
artisansofleisure,com

T
Let Them

N -
Eat Cake
This handsome stand will
equip recipients to showcase
pastries, cookies and
cheeses—for however long
their loved ones can resist
sobbling them up.
estimate: Less than 30

i seconds, given how good
i anything edible looks on its
: sustainably harvested acacia-

wood surface. Cake Stand,
approximately 5 by 11 tnches.
$49, kaufmannmercantile.com

18 Tasty
Tablecloth

While people often own a sensi-
bly formal white tablecloth, they
may not have a sprightly,

: merely marvelous model like

this persimmon-orange Lulu DK

: for Matouk spread. Depending
: on the season, its bursts of

brush strokes can seem floral,
firework-like or snowflaky, but
its mood is invariably joyous,
Also available in champagne,
navy or silver. Bloom Cotton
Twill Tablecloth, from $15% for
the 68- by 108-inch size, ma-
foukcom

l Food For
Thought

In recent years. a bumper crop
of independent food journals

0: HOLIDAY GIFTS

i has sprung up to satisfy literate

gastronomes craving the tactile

: pleasure of page-turning. Three
particularly giftworthy exam-

ples: Each issue of Swallow
(830, swallowmagazine.com)

i provides a big, colorful dis-

patch from a different eating

¢ destination (Mexico City, the

route of the trans-Siberian Ex-
press). The quarterly publica-
tion Modern bnrmcrrk‘k per is-
sue, $20 for a subseription,
modernfarmer.com) traces the
many paths our food takes to

get 1o the table, be it from a
potted basil plant on the

: kitchen windowsill or a NASA

vegetable plot in outer space.
Published blannually, the strik-
ing White Zinfandel ($28 per
Issue, 856 for a subscription,
orders@whitezinforg) calls on
chefs, artists, designers. writ-

ers, curators and architects to
examine the overlap between
food and art, in issues on
themes such as “Food Fights™
and "TV Dinner.” Who says
print is dead?

Black Winter Truffle
ely shaved over pasts
a, or used to infuse
butter, Cannot heat homes.
From $300 for 3 cunces
[peicing subject to market
ovoilobility), eorthy.com

Black Walnut
Richer and maore pungent than
the Erglish walnuts you find in
qroer-v stores.

- shell Nut
hommorsautemporium.com

STOCKING STUFFERS
For Those Who've Been Naughty

Six foods that look like lumps of coal, but—we swear—are tasty

Coal Candy (British)
Conceived to flendishly resernble
coal, but ¢ yins delectable
sponge tolfee and chocolate,
Seething not sooty.
Cheistmas Coul, $TS for 7 ounces.
gorvettandstone.com

Coal Candy (American)
Resenbles anthvacite coal, not
brtumingus coal B s UK.
cousin, Anather point of ditfer-
ence: surpraingly cinnaman-fla-
vored. Candy Cosl, $8 for tao
bogs, hammondscandies.com

Chocolate Cookie
Were thia exceptional, chewy,
mefty treat—each almast half

a pound—available ta be Fmined,
the mingts would not be sim
Durk Chacolate Chp Coskies,
$27 for four, levoinbakery.com

Fermented Black Garlic
Sweeter, more complex
and concentrated than
regular gariic. Can be caten
strasght—uniike cosl.
$24 for theee 2-ounce pocks,
mefissos.com —Dole Hrobi
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2 Critter
Coasters

These melamine drink rests
from Thornback & Peel give
new meaning to the phrase
“you complete me”—each one
is screenprinted with half a fish
or squirrel. Wrap up a set for
your faverite matchmaker, or
anyone who appreciates punchy
design. Squirrel Coasters and
Seabream Coasters, £30 for a

set of four, us.amara.com

21 Seasonings
Worth

Greeting

Though salt and pepper are all
about battling blandness, they

. often find themselves in terri-

bly dull containers. Help your
loved ones house their spices
with distinction: This jazzy
Art-Deco-esque set is made of
hand-painted buffalo bone. No
two are exactly alike. Chevron
Salt & Pepper Shaker Set, $30,

williams-sonoma.com
Insta-

1) 1

Even the most list-averse
person in your life will find it
hard to resist the Hiku, which
looks like a mini donut but is
far more functional. Use it to
scan the barcode on foods you
need to restock and it will add
them to a categorized shopping
list on your iPhone, Need
oranges, escarole or another

. item that doesn’t have a code?
. Just hit a button and say what
: you require—Hiku will tack it

. onto the list. $79, hiku.us

2 Fruitcake
Break

This Christmas, think outside
the tins that hold those dense

nubbins. Pandolce, the yeasty

. sweet bread served in Italy’s

Liguria region around the

. holidays, makes an appealing

alternative. From Berti, a 117-

year-old pastry shop in Genoa, -

comes this distinctive take,

- filled with hazelnuts from the

. Piedmont region and chocolate *
. from cult Turin-based

. producer Venchi. A heady

splash of rum makes it all the

" more festive. $30,
. formaggiokitchen.com

2 Generous

Helping

The perfect gift for the person
who has everything: something

© for those who don't have
. enough. Feeding America, a
loaves studded with neon-hued :

national hunger relief

* organization, has an online

@

WHAT 1 WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS DINNER

i

: Kate, 5

- “Mac and cheese and

© asmoothie. And I
want the President to
visit. Does he know

where our house is?”

%

| Why not give some shine to the
. apple of your eye? French

catalog that allows you to

- donate staples like chicken,

apples and oatmeal in the name
of anyone you choose. Your
donation goes to the
organization’s network of more
than 200 food banks across the
country. feedingamerica.org

Core
Value

designer Aurélie Bidermann just
debuted her line of fine jewelry.

© Each of her Big Apple Earrings—
. they're sold in singles—is pavéd

with 63 rubies, three champagne
diamonds and eight white

. diamonds. Pretty sweet,

86,890 per earring, Barneys,
212-826-8900
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WHAT [ WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS DINNER

Men love socks. And as
unromantic as it may seem, a

Garden

)

P] ate clever bit of hosiery can really
stuff a stocking. J. McLaughlin's
: A side dish of the Pima cotton pair is printed with

Penelope, 11

“There would be
a centerpiece of
mashed potatoes
shaped like flowers
and plants. And
everyone would get
a tiny turkey carved
out of turkey breasts.
And five cakes. Not
gross frosting cakes,
but tarts and pies.
And maybe one salad
so my mom wouldn’t
vell at me.”

surreal: Fornasetti's @

fishbones in an elegant small

painted porcelain scale, so that only your special
Arcimboldesca plates, I guy and his shoe shine man will
each about 10 inches ‘a be in on the joke. $24,
in diameter, are Jmclaughlin.com
inspired by the work \
of Ibth-century artist \\
Giuseppe ; MNace
Arcimboldo, who 2 G ldbb

| s a oy Distinction

of fruit, plants, fish

and vegetables to

compose trompe

l'oeil portraits. Frosty’s got
nothing on these carrot—not to

Though they'd look just as good
hanging on the tree, these 3-
inch-tall erystal tumblers—from
the craftsmen at German com-

mention bean pod and pepper— pany Carl Rotter, which dates
noses. $2,800 for a set of 6, En to 1870 —are meant to orna-
Avance, 305-576-0056 ment the table. A clear layer of

glass is mouthblown over a col-
ored layer, which is then carved
into countless designs.

This “Spulen” pattern stripes
our fancy. $292 each, arte-
dona.com

Sock It
to’Em

)

Chop

1) &

Yes, it’s irresponsible to lull
someone into a hypnotic state
while they're handling sharp ob-
jects, but this transfixing cutting
board has arguments in its fa-
vor. It’s made of durable, warp-
and bacteria-resistant marble,
It's gorgeous. And it doubles as
a cheese tray that is at least one
cut above wood. Bethan Gray
Herringbone Chopping Board,
approximately 14 by 11 inches,
3364, bespokeglobal.com

Bl

~
Smart

~ 0
Snips
Why are scissors so underuti-
lized in American kitchens?

Japanese cooks know that snip-
ping is at least as effective as

: slicing. These ergonomically

sound, high-carbon stainless
steel shears from Japanese
knife-maker Shun pass right
through everything from paper

. and noodles to greens and
: chicken breast. Bones? Not a
: problem, thanks to a nifty

notch in the blade. And a spe-

cial screw makes it possible to
adjust the blade tension to suit
whomever the recipient may

be. $80, williams-sonoma.com
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3 Slow Cook
: Like a Pro

: possibly tender and still pink,
: there's a good chance it spent
: 48 or maybe even 72 hours
: cooking in a sous vide bath.
: The process, which literally
: translates to “under vac-

: uum,” involves vacuum-seal-
: ing food in plastic, then im-
: mersing it in a water bath for
: hours, sometimes days, on

i end. For years, this black art
: among cutting-edge chefs has
: required expensive equip-

: ment, but the Anova Sous

: Vide Circulator (8199, anovac-
¢ ulinary.com) makes the tech-
: nique accessible to any home

: cook with a stockpot and a

: good cut of meat. Put the

: gadget—which is roughly as

: wide as a wine bottle and a

- bit taller—inside a pot filled

* with water to regulate tem-

: perature to a hundredth of a

: degree. For vacuum sealing,

: we recommend the cordless

. Waring Pistol Vac ($70, war-

¢ ingpro.com), which sucks air

i out of proprietary BPA-free

! plastic bags.

If you've had a short rib lately :
: that's managed to be both im- :

f sterling silver and hand-
lown Murano glass by the
egendary silversmiths at It-
y’s Buccellati who, after all,
ren't just any legendary sil-

ommercial packaging, this
blime, pear-shaped dis-

) Coner

: Oscar de la Renta’s snowy-

: white ceramic Shell Crab Con-
: diment Server brings a whim-
: sical touch to the coffee or

: dinner table. Filled with cran-
: berry sauce or foil-wrapped

: candies, it serves as both cen-
: terpiece and conversation

: piece. File under: Give them

: what they never knew they

. wanted. 8 inches by 7% inches,
: 8165, bloomingdales.com

33 bty

: Admittedly, this jam jar is in-

@

: sanely expensive. But it’s made

i penser makes a certain crazy
: sense, Pear Jam Jar, approxi-
: mately 10 inches tall, $4,030,
i Buccellati, 312-600-9224

Flicker of

Genius
Designed in 1962
by Danish architect
Mogens Lassen,
who eschewed
traditionally ornate
candlesticks, this
candleholder is the
perfect gift for
that relentless
minimalist in your
life. (Unless the

relentless minimalist

in your life is under
10.) Crafted in
copper-plated steel,
it will acquire a
green patina as it
attends holiday
dinners over the
vears. Kubus
4 Candleholder,

8 inches tall, $225,

dwr.com

35 Suamey.

If someone on your list loves
: throwing cocktail parties,

; throw these clink-worthy nap-
: kins her way. Funny but glam- :

: orous—a rare, Holly Golighty

: mix—they're made of natural

: linen with hand- i 1

: appliqués: a leopard, a ginger
: jar, a jaunty giraffe, among

: other designs. Cocktail Nap-

: kins, 5 by 8 inches, $28 each,
: sharynblondlinens.com

: 3 ﬁ Duck, Duck,
Delicious

: “By the book, period,” is

: how Ariane Daguin, owner

: of premier meat and game

: purvevor D'Artagnan,

! describes her recipe for

. duck rillettes. The scrump-

| tious spread—new 1o the

: company’s roster but made
¢ as it has been in Gascony

: for centuries—is nothing

: more than duck legs slow-

: cooked and shredded, then
: creamed together with duck
: fat, garlic and spices. An in-
¢ dulgent addition to any holi-
: day table, it’s the perfect

: hostess gift or stocking

: stuffer for even the hardest-
i to-please epicures. $7 for 7
: ounces, $36 for 2 pounds,

¢ dartagnan.com

WHAT 1 WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS DINNER

Indigo, 9
“Grilled salmon
with a lemon peel
tied in a bow,
and milk with a
choice of chocolate
or strawberry
flavorings. And
a candy-cane

straw.”




3 Chichi
: Chefware

ito the kitchen
ar fashion

P
ainest of chefs, lalian
oy Massimo Giorgetti |
5 flair for prints to a punky
= floral number that would fit in
ashingly 0t a mad tea pany.
wld wild boar ragout or
§ smoked pork shoulder be on
< the meny, consider this more
ugsed option: Woodland Camo
Shop's caver-up, a macho swirl

of brown and olive green.
MSGM Apron, $97, yooxoem;

Voodland Camo Shop Apron,
$40. pointerbrand.com

Addictive
to Crack

There's a new nuteracker on

the agenda this holiday season:

Tory Barch’s Rodinson. Named
for the deslgner’s paren!
Buddy and Reva Robinson, the
deslgn §s a tribute to a family

tradition of shelling and vating

- nuts together. The appeal of

this object, hand-cast in brass
and shaped like a walnut, is
anything but a tough nut 1o
crack. §95, tonydurch.com

o

No More
Tears Over

3

Diced Onions

International’s onion
5 are 5o fun and goofy

yor
box stir-fry se
ate future

The

Like Brita,
but Fitter

The Soma water

carafe has more going

for it than its svelte
hourglass figure. The
extra-tight-fitting top
stays firmly in place
when you pour; its
biodegradable carlon
filters, made from

- coconut shells, have a

layver of silk to keep
any black fecks of
carbon from floating
around in your water;
and theres no need to
remove the lid to
refill—just put the
Soma under running
water and its hinged
door opens
automatically, This
limited-edition yellow
version, available
through January,
benefits Charity:
Water, an
organization devoted
to bringing drinking
water to people in
developing nations,
849, charitywater.
drinksoma.com

41 Case
Futures

An iPad is ideal for browsing

: recipes and watching cooking

videos, but the kitchen couns
ter can be a treacherous place
for a touch screen, To protect
against splatters, spills and
the inevitable fall, honte
cooks can armor their tablet
ifeProof Nuid. This
ely named case for
second-through-fourth-gener-
ation iPads (does not include
the new iPad Air) is designed
1o guard the device from 3-
foot drops and full dives
pancake batter—as long as
the gizmo is fished out within
ant

wid seals the iPad’
nd ports without en-
closing the screen behind a
layer of glass or plastic—so
your device stays as bright
as it would in
feproof.com

2}
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< | Ret your
: and spherification spoon.

WHAT 1 WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS DINNER

Nelson and Del,
twins, 7

Nelson: “Some pasta,
cotton candy,
marshmallows
covered in chocolate,
carrots and sushi.
And a little umbrella
in my drink.”
Del: "All my
Halloween candy.
And shrimp on
the side. And,
afterwards, I would
like a whole
second Christmas
dinner.”

42 The Tasty
Science Kit

You can buy kits these days
for brewing beer, smoking
salmon and even pickling
kimchi, But the cutting-edge
foadies on your list will

be most excited about

the Modernist Culsine Sphert
fication kit. Developed by
athan Myhrveld, co-author
f the seminal “Modernist
Cuisine” series, it includes
the hard-to-find equipment

: required 1o make caviar-like,
! burst
 filled with your cholce of
i liquid, (The instructions

i recommend starting with

-your-mauth orbs

Concord grape juice.) You'll
Ty own syringe

as well as unusual ingredients
like sodium alginate, caleium
chloride, xantham gum and
sodium citrate.

£50, modernistpantry.com

T
DERNIS
CUISINE

ATION KT
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HOT PROPERTIE

Home, Sweet Home

Holiday gingerbread houses now come in so many styles and sizes, they practically need their own real-estate listings

Pristine Federal-Style
Tow

Vast Labyrinthine Castle

at its finest! Many tas!




GOOD ADVICE

Booze for Hairdressers

No matter how crazy you are {or aren't) about your
hairdresser, the last thing you want is to give him any
reason to let his opinfon of you shide, He wields the scissors,
and has the power to transform your locks into a frizzy
pompom or 4 silky 'do that takes 10 pounds. off your face.
This §5 a fragile relationship, and come holiday season.
you'd be foolish not 1o lubricate it with a bottle of white
Burgundy, onc of the greatest whites (n the world. Here
are suggestions for each grade of stylist,

The Blow Hard
This haircresser talks to
er sester on the phone
whie working on yous
METpIets & reguest

times a3 much and has a

ed Wine: A nice but nat
2012 Macon Vilages freen Do &
pitasant rotes of citrus 3nd ioral is probably more
than she deserves

The Decent Do-er

2y =1

deCessad, who eaperi
mented with edgy, gender-bending cuts and whase
singhe-proctss made clumps of vaur hair 131 cut
Sugpested Wine: The superd 2000 Bilaud-S
o Cm Mentbe de Tonmeere (54

3 classic as we

The Cut Above
Thes Faircresser pevrers
ers the narmem: fard e

Vo Ll 21 the st minute,
she il i you o 10 her echoduie. And you st her
with 31 ef your secrets. Suggested Wine: Such a
doetves o (reat reever o white Burgundy fom a tuy
producer. |ho 207 Dormsine Paul Permot Mugny Mort-a
Tev Cru Folst dres (550 5 Gelzcusly neh e conr
teated—a wane that s L3t bow much you thik
of your haidresser's talent rd taste

43 Licorice,
With a Kick

Lakrids by Jn)mn Bllow, a

leing
flavors, You can always do as
the Danes do and go for the
salty kind, while those whose
tastes skew sweet will fancy

varieties—dusted in espresso
or Bicarice powder, or coated
in festive edible gold
s a far cry from
Twizzlers. SH-SI5,

chels

44 Mod
\I ixer

Unless you spend a lot of time
in Stockholm, or are a dedi-

Ve never
Ankarsrum Origi-
is a shame, This
mumpntp\)ie stand mixer,
released in Sweden during
World War I1. is a serious
workhorse. With an 8-quart
33-steel bowl and
BO0-watt motor, it's the
est capacity, most powerful
noncommercial mixer on the
American market. Unlike a
KitchenAld, the Ankarsrum’s
motor is on the bottom, which
makes adding ingredients
while the bowl is spinning
much easier, and the whole

n its side 1o accept
tachments—from
a meat grinder to a grain mill
mes in 10 colors. S7O0.
ankarsrumariginalasa.com

4 Deunusual
Decanter

1 the “Nude Descending
4 Stairease” of crystal wine
decanters - refreshingly
askew, seemingly caugphe
in the motien of pouring.

rr:- a vine lo
avolds prodi

_THE OFF DUTY 50: HOLIDAY GIFTS

approximately 9 inches tall,
$700, baccarat.com

46 Porcine
Placement

These little pugties have
ventured so far from the sty;
Atade in solid silver by British
brand Smythson, the set of
eight place-card holders comes
with 25 gilt-rdged cards, which
can be replenished as necded.

foodic fricnds who
anything remotely bacon:
reiated and who worship at the
altar of nose-to-tail. And their
charmed guests will be saying

their ass:
Strpthse

47 N

m the Department of
Christmas Cheer, Scandinavian
Division: You'd have to be
pretty curmudgeonly to gare
upon this 100% cotton Marime
Ky oven mitt—in a classic
Finnlsh flower pattern that
dates to 1965—and not feel
lghtly more sanguine.
S0 hing tells us curmud
weons don't do a lot u[ hﬂrmﬁ
Puketts Oven Mitten, $22,
us.marimekko,com

ed scats. 255,
2-26:

WILAT | WANT !‘HM
CHRISTMAS DINNER

4 Big Apple
for Li'l Kids
For thosé among us who'd
rather throw food on the wall
than eat it, ltalian artist Enzo
Mari's apple print—the sibling
o an equally peppy and Econic
pear—is more cheerful than a
splatter of spaghelti sauce.
And measuring 44 by 44
inches, the 1963 designisa
scpaare meal, of sorts. Uno, La
Mela $283 funframed),
v.danesemiians.com

Gold

Mason, 4
1 would
Spice have healthy mang
Saffron’s red-gold threads with healt]
are exotic, evocative and because they are
expensive. In her Saffron healthy. For dessert
Cologne Intense, British oy :
perfumer Jo Malone distills we could nml}(»
all of those qualities chocolate chip
cookies, After

toa
single beautiful botile. The
woody and warm wnisex

dinner, we \\m:l(l
play Sor

fragrance has a lasting hit

It's a Wrap

The finul gift in this guide is our gint
to you--a sheet of wrapping paper
reated OfF Duty by Brooklvn-
based photographer Henry
Hargreaves. Thi steful” op-art
worama of mal fruils and
bles is just the thing to bundle
up a present for a food fan.
Turn to D16

mario



